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lamp hurts a sensitive eye. . . . What man could take back and
cherish a woman who has lived in the house of another? How should
I take thee back, I who am proud of my noble family, once thou hast
been pressed to the bosom of Ravana and he has looked upon thee
with his depraved eye? " When she heard these words, the eyes of
Sita, who had defended herself so fiercely against the encroachments
of Ravana, filled with tears. Wounded to the quick, she caused a
pyre to be built, and cast herself into the flames. " But Rama listened
sullenly to the cries of sorrow that rose from the crowd; he remained
for a long time pensive, and, in spite of his fortitude, his face was
bathed in tears." But the god Agni appeared in the midst of the
flames, drew forth Sita, and restored her to her husband; upon which
Rama, accompanied by his faultless lover, returned to Ayodhya,
where he at last received consecration as king.1
Besides Vishnuism the great popular religion of the Hindus is
Sivaism.2 Siva, who plays the ]Dart of the destroyer in the Hindu
Trimurti, or triad, proves to be'an essentially composite divinity.
He is connected with the Rudra of the*Vedas, the god of the forests
and the whirlwinds, known, as early as the time of the Vedas, by the
euphemistic epithet of Siva, the "kindly." In the same spirit he is
also called Bhava, " the god of prosperity "; but he is also Kala, or
Time, the destroyer, and Bhairava, the god of terror. To his votaries,
as the sum of all these varied aspects, he is, above all, Mahadeva,
the " great god," the one and only cosmic god, of whom the other
divinities are merely the emanation.
We see how multifarious were the forms ultimately assumed by
the ancient god of the whirlwind. Representing, as he did, the un-
tamed forces of nature, it was quite in order that in the world of
1  See W. Stutterheim: Rama-Legenden und Rama-Reliefs in Indonesien (Munich,
1924-5); Ananda Coomaraswamy: Catalogue of the Indian Collections in fhe Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, Pt. V, "Rajput Painting," PL X-XV and XXXVI-XXXVII.
2  Cf. Jouveau-Dubreuil: Archeologie da sud de Flnde, II, "Iconographie" pp. 9-59
(Sivaite iconography).